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Foundations of the Christian Faith  

 

Intro - “A Good Foundation” 

 

Why is a good foundation important?  

 

Foundations provide a solid base to hold and evenly disperse the weight of the building. 

 

Foundations protect structures from frost heaving.  

 

Foundations protect structures from settling.  

 

What would be a bad foundation? 

 

 

 

What do you build a foundation with? 

 

 

 

The Wise and Foolish Builders 
Matthew 7:24

 
“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 

practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 
25 

The rain came down, the 

streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because 

it had its foundation on the rock. 
26 

But everyone who hears these words of mine and 

does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 
27 

The 

rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it 

fell with a great crash.”  
 

 

What is the difference between knowledge and wisdom? 

 

Knowledge – ________the Word 

Wisdom –________the Word 

24… Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is 

like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 
 

The Bible teaches us that we should be filled with knowledge and wisdom.  Some don't know the difference 

between knowledge and wisdom.  Imagine that you could read all of the books in a library and remember 

everything you read.  You would really have a lot of knowledge, but you wouldn't necessarily be 

wise. Knowledge means we have it up here in our head -- wisdom means we know what to do with 

it!  Some people have a lot of knowledge, but not much wisdom. 
One group of people know a lot about Jesus and what he taught, and they put his teachings into practice in 

their daily life.  Jesus said that those people are wise. In the Bible's standards, a wise people are ones who 
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live out the principles of Scriptures. Jesus said they are like a wise man who builds his house on the 

rock. When the storms come, their house stands firm.   
 

How can wisdom keep you standing firm? 

 

 

What kinds of storms challenge a Christian’s faith? 

 

 

Is knowledge enough without wisdom? 
26 

But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like 

a foolish man who built his house on sand. 
 

Then, there is the other group who know a lot about Jesus and his teachings, but they do not put them into 

practice in their life.  Jesus said they are very foolish.  He said they are like a foolish man who builds his 

house upon the sand and when the storm came, his house goes "crash."    

 

We must build our lives upon the Lord Jesus Christ using the principles found in God's Word so when the 

inevitable stormy season comes, our lives won't crumble. 
  

Can you have a strong house without a good foundation? 

 
Jesus reminds us that the most vital thing in the life of a Christian is the foundation. The foundation seems 

so insignificant and unimportant because it is out of sight. But if the foundation is wrong, then nothing 

lasting can be built. Because in this world we shall have tribulation (storms) and if the foundation is wrong, 

then the structure will surely be destroyed when the storms come. 
 

What happens when you build without a good foundation?  

 

The Leaning Tower of Pisa 
In December 2001, the Leaning Tower of Pisa was finally reopened to the public, after having been closed for almost a dozen years. 
During that time, engineers completed a 25 million dollar renovation project designed to stabilize the tower. They removed 110 tons 

of dirt, and reduced its famous lean by about sixteen inches. Why was this necessary? Because the tower has been tilting further and 

further away from vertical for hundreds of years, to the point that the top of the 185-foot tower was seventeen feet further south than 
the bottom, and Italian authorities were concerned that if nothing was done, it would soon collapse. What was the problem? Bad 

design? Poor workmanship? An inferior grade of marble? No. The problem was what was underneath. The sandy soil on which the 

city of Pisa was built was just not stable enough to support a monument of this size. The tower had no firm foundation. 

  
If you build something wrong, people never forget it. 

 

 

Can you fix a foundation in the middle of a storm? 

 

 

 

What Happens when you build on a good foundation? 

 
Jesus says that the foundation chosen by this man was "the rock." "Rock" here comes from the Greek word 

petra which does not mean a stone or even a boulder, but a great outcropping of rock like the side of a 

mountain. It is solid, stable and unmovable. What is the foundation of your life? Is money, success, or 

social status? How relevant are the words of God to your foundation? 
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What principles or beliefs have you built your life on? 

 

The Cornerstone is the ONLY foundation that will survive 

Jn 14:6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me.  

 

Ac 4:11 He is “ „the stone you builders rejected, which has become the capstone.‟ 

12  Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to 

men by which we must be saved.”  

 

Expert Building 

1 Co 3:10-17 
 
By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder, 

and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he builds. 
11 

For 

no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
12 

If 

any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 
13 

his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be 

revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man‟s work. 
14 

If what he has 

built survives, he will receive his reward. 
15 

If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he 

himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.  
16 

Don‟t you know that you yourselves are God‟s temple and that God‟s Spirit lives in 

you? 
17 

If anyone destroys God‟s temple, God will destroy him; for God‟s temple is 

sacred, and you are that temple.  

What is the Christian’s core foundation? 

 
11 

For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus 

Christ. 

Jesus is the Bedrock 

Core Christian teaching is the foundation that Paul laid. 

Every building will be tested. Which one will survive? 
12 

If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or 

straw, 
13 

his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. 

 

Building with _______________  will thrive 

 

______________ will just get by 

 

Those ______________ on this foundation will be destroyed 
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The Solid Rock 
 

My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 

I dare not trust the sweetest frame, 

But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 

 

When darkness veils His lovely face, 

I rest on His unchanging grace; 

In every high and stormy gale, 

My anchor holds within the veil. 

 

His oath, His covenant, His blood 

Support me in the whelming flood; 

When all around my soul gives way, 

He then is all my hope and stay. 

 

When He shall come with trumpet sound, 

Oh, may I then in Him be found; 

Dressed in His righteousness alone, 

Faultless to stand before the throne. 

 

Refrain:  

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; 

All other ground is sinking sand, 

All other ground is sinking sand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 


